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SUBJECT: FAO CONFERENCE: ELECTION OF FAO COUNCIL MEMBERS 
NOVEMBER 19 

REE: ROME 16772 

SUMMARY. AFRICAN GROUP SAYS ZAIRE DOES NOT HAVE AND IN 
FACT DID NOT SEEK GROUP APPROVAL. LATIN AMERICAN GROUP HAS NOT 
RESOLVED ITS NOMINATIONS PROBLEMS, AND STILL HAS 2 EXTRA CANDID- 
ATES, AS DOES ALSO EUROPE. WE THEREEORE WOULD WELCOME ANY 
GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT WISHES PROVIDE ON LATIN AMERICA WS WELL AS 
EUROPE. UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE WE PROPOSE TO VOTE SECRETLY, 
WITHOUT ACCOUNCING IT, EOR EINLAND, ERANCE, ITALY, AND UNITED 
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KINGDOM FOR 1975, AND FOR 1977 SEATS FOR GERMANY, POLAND, HAITI, 
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PANAMA, AND VENEZUELA FOR REASONS SET FORTH BELOW. END SUMMARY. 

1. SPOKESMAN OE AERICAN GROUP SAYS ZAIRE DID NOT SEEK 
AFRICAN GROUP APPROVAL. (NOTE: ZAIRE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE 
TO FAO ONE HOUR BEFORE DEADLIN NOVEMBER 14 SOUGHT UNITED 
STATES ENDORESEMENT FOR ITS NOMINATION, BUT WE DECLINED 

ON GROUNDS WE MIGHT APPEAR TO BE INTEREERING IN AFRICAN 
GROUP AFFAIRS.) 

2. LATIN AMERICA HAS RAILED TO NARROW ITS NOMINATIONS EOR 
3 SEATS IN 1977. CHILE, WHICH IS NOT STANDING EOR RE-ELECTION, 

ON BASIS OF PRINCIPLE OF ROTATION, TELLS US GROUP APPROVED 
ECUADOR FOR 1975 SEAT AND VENEZUELA AND HAITI FOR TWO OF OTHER 
THREE SEATS, WITH OPINION DIVIDED ON APPLICATIONS OF 
ARGENTINA, PANAMAN, AND PERU FOR RE-ELECTION. VENEZUELA IN 
MAKING APPEAL TO US NOVEMBER 18 FOR SUPPORT CONFIRMED THIS, 

ADDING THAT VENEZUELA GOT THE MOST VOTES (15) FOR 1977 SEATS 

AND THAT VOTE AMONG COUNTRIES SEEKING RE-ELECTION WAS 9 FOR PANAMA 
AND 8 EACH EOR ARGENTINA AND PERU. VOTING FOR VENEZUELA, 

HAITI, AND PANAMAN COULD BE JUSTIFIED THEREEORE AS BEING BEST 
WE CAN DO TO RESPOND TO LATIN AMERICAN CONSENSUS. EROM U.S. 

INTEREST VIEWPOINT, VENEZUELA IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE BECAUSE 
OF ITS ROLE IN OPEC, AND POTENTIALLY IN INTERNATIONAL EUND FOR 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. ONE POINT IN FAOVR OP PANAMA IS THAT, 

IT, TOGETHER WITH BRAZIL, SERVES AS SPOKESMAN FOR LATIN AMERI- 
CAN GROUP. PERU HAS ALSO ASKED EOR U.S. SUPPORT, MAKING POINT 
THAT PERU IS NOT MEMBER OF OTHER POOD-AGRICULTURE ORGANIZTIONS SUCH 
AS WORLD FOOD COUNCIL. 

3. FOR EUROPE, WE HAVE NO GROUP CONSENSUS AND MUST MAKE 
OUR OWN DECISION. OUR THINKING IS AS POLLOWS. WE 

SEE NO REASON WHY SOCIALIST BLOC SHOULD EXPAND ITS ROLE 
AT EXPENSE OF THER GROUPS. SINCE BULGARIA IS MEMBER 
QNTIL 1977, WE SHOULD VOTE EOR PINALAND, PRANCE, ITALY, 

AND UNITED KINGDOM FOR 1975 SEATS. ITALY HAS LESSER 
CLAIM THAN OTHERS, IN OUR OPINION, DESPITE ITS HOST 
COUNTRY ROLE. IF CZECHOSLOVAKIA IS ELECTED OPR 1975, 

WE WOULD NOT VOTE EOR POLAND. IP IT IS NOT, WE WOULD 
FAVOR POLAND OVER CZECHOSLOVAKIA AS MAKING GREATER CON- 
TRIBUTION OT AGRICULTURE, AND BELIEVE WE SHOULD VOTE 
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FOR ONE SOCIALIST BLOC CANDIDATE AS MATTER OF PRINCIPLE 
OF REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION. WE WOULD FAOVR PRIORITY FOR 
GREECE OVER PORTUGAL BECAUSE SPAIN IS MEMBER UNTIL NOVEMBER 
1977, AND MEMBERSHIP OF BOTH IBERIAN COUNTRIES WOULD VIO- 
LATE PRINCIPLE OF GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION. 

4. REQUEST ANY GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT MAY WPSH TO PROVIDE 
BE SENT BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, SINCE 
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BALLOTING IS SCHEDULE TO BEING BEEORE OPENING OE BUSINESS 
NOVEMBER 19 WASHINGTON TIME.BEAUDRY UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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